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When Michigan was
¥ stuck in a hazy heat
. wave for several
weeks this summer, I
minimized my out-
door time and hunk-
ered down indoors

with a good book or three. The third, I
don’t mind telling a church crowd, is
titled, The Gospels, a new translation by
Sarah Ruden. She wrote the book to
update the words of the Gospels ac-
cording to her latest scholarship in
meaning from the source languages.

Before diving into her new translation
of the Gospels, I read her book section
titled, “A Discursive Glossary of Unfa-
miliar Word Choices in English.” In
this section, Ruden explains her choice
of meanings for words we may think
we understand but possibly don’t. For
instance, she wrote, the word “perfect”
means “things are fully developed or
appropriately finished—not flawless.”
So when I hear the Gospel verse, “Be
ye perfect,” I can relax. God doesn’t
expect me to be flawless. Yay!

If some book or book passage has en-
lightened or inspired you, I invite you
to share it with your parish family in a
short book review. Just let me know
by dropping a note in my newsletter
mailbox in the hallway at church.

Cindy Hampel-Litwinowicz

When The Cat (I Mean ‘Rector’) Is Away...

By CINDY HAMPEL-
LITWINOWICZ
Connections Contributor

Sshh! Don’t tell Fr. Chris
we’ve been having a blast
while he’s away on sabbati-
cal with his family. Parish-
ioners have been celebrat-
ing the Yaw Family’s sum-

mer adventures in the usu-
al St. David’s way: with Parishioners display the Bon Voyage poster

. ‘e _ signed with good wishes for the Yaw Family as
le_armng oppor;cumtles, Ser they were preparing to visit Italy, France, Cana-
vice...and food! da, Bermuda, and Great Britain during Fr.
Chris’s sabbatical.
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The celebration started

with selections from a food truck. On Fa-
ther’s Day, a Dixieland Band graced our Sun-
day service. Then with the Yaw family head-
ing to France, we enjoyed a catered French
brunch after the service. For July 4th, we had
outdoor games and a catered lunch from
Chicken Shack. Parishioners also took field
trips to Church of the Messiah in Detroit and,
in early August, to the Zekelman Holocaust
Jen Sullivan Center in Farmington Hills, followed by an
early dinner at a Ram’s Horn restaurant. Dur-
ing this summer, parishioners also helped
several times at the Crossroads Summer
Lunch program in Detroit. Finishing the sum-
mer: a Haitian lunch and Love Retreat with
Psychologist Bernie Les on August 31, and an
outdoor Service on Sept. 7 with barbecue and
potluck.

Many thanks to Co-Senior Warden Maureen
Mahar and Jen Sullivan for planning all these
summer events while our Rector is away!

Maureen Mahar
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FIREARMS DESTROYED
BY ST. DAVID’S MINISTRIES

The latest tally of unwanted fire-
arms destroyed by St. David’s Disar-
mory Ministries, as of August 24,
2025. The ministry is located at
2312 Greenfield Road, in Berkley.
For more information or to volun-
teer to help with this ministry,
please visit the website at https://
disarmory.org.

The ministers leading our services during Fr. Chris’ sabbatical:

June 8:
The Rev. Dr. Kit Carlson

June 15:
The Rev. Dr. Kit Carlson

June 22:
The Very Rev. Dr. Scott Hunter

June 29:
The Rev. Sr. Veronica Dunbar

July 6:
The Rev. Halim Shukair

July 13:
The Rev. Jonathan Sams

July 20:
The Rev. Jonathan Sams

July 27:
The Rev. Barry Randolph

August 3:
The Rev. Ellen Ekevag

August 10:
The Rev. Sr. Veronica Dunbar

August 17:
The Rev. Canon Susie Shaefer

August 24:
The Rev. Chris Humphrey

August 31:
The Rev. Jonathan Sams

Sept. 7:
Fr. Chris is back!

Haiti Update: Mirebalais Is Attacked And Occupied By Gangs

The Haiti Outreach Mission Execu-
tive Board met via Zoom on Aug. 4,
with Father Alphonse of St. Pierre
Anglican Church and Father Romel
of St. Louis Catholic Church. As we
feared, the news was not good.

Mirebalais is still occupied by the
gangs. The priests have little
knowledge of what is going on in the
town, they explained, because
“there is no one left in town that we
can communicate with.” They do
know that gangs overtook the St.
Pierre Rectory immediately. The
metal gate at St. Louis was broken
into. They have no knowledge of the
condition of the churches, rectories
or our clinic. The beautiful hospital,
Hopital Universitaire de Mirebalais,
built after the 2010 earthquake, is
closed —all patients and staff are
gone. The priests heard it was being
used as a command center for the
gangs.

Fathers Alphonse and Romel are in
a different location and they are us-
ing the money we sent to help feed,
clothe and shelter thousands of
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refugees. They are grateful for the
money sent by Haiti Outreach Mis-

sion. It is keeping many people fed.

Believing it is only a matter of time

before their current location is over-
run, they ask for two things:

First, pray for the violence to stop in
Haiti so people can go back to their
homes.

Second, contact your U.S. Repre-
sentative and Senators to plead for
their intervention in ending the de-
struction of Haiti.

And, as always, you can give to Haiti
Outreach Mission, which sends con-
tributions to the people of Mire-
balais. Please visit the HOM website
at

Presentation: Samaritas Helps Michigan Refugees

Pam DeBono, Executive
Director of Fund Devel-
opment for Samaritas,
updates parishioners in
May about the services
offered to refugees arriv-
ing in Michigan. Samari-
tas is a non-profit organ-
ization. (Photo: Joanne
Sackett)



From the Co-Senion Wardess. ..

Maureen Mahar

While Fr. Chris and his family
have been away, we’ve been
busy pursuing a variety of activ-
ities at St. David’s. The theme of
the sabbatical is Connection

and Renewal. In keeping with
that theme, we filled our sum-
mer schedule by enjoying our
time together.

We started with our first food
truck experience. Fr. Chris’ last
day with us before his sabbati-
cal was spent visiting and enjoy-
ing Saucy Joe’s food truck. The
food was very good, but the
time spent standing in line was
not our favorite activity. Now
we know. A food truck is not
the best way for us to be fed!

After that, we held a couple suc-
cessful meals. One was a

French brunch of quiche and
pastries to celebrate the Yaw
family’s time in France. Then
we hosted a catered meal of
Chicken Shack offerings, enjoy-
ing the chicken and potatoes.

We also shared some small
giveaways to keep pace with
the Yaw family’s travels, includ-
ing Italian bookmarks, Eiffel
Tower charms, and tropical
drink umbrellas.

Parishioners also helped three
times with the summer lunch
program at Crossroads of Mich-
igan in Detroit.

In other excursions, we headed
down to Church of the Messiah
in Detroit to listen to Pastor

Barry Randolph preach. We also

toured the Zekelman Holocaust
Center in Farmington Hills, a
moving and enlightening expe-
rience. Following that, our
group enjoyed an early dinner
at Ram’s Horn and were treated
like royalty!

On August 31, we will be host-
ing a fundraiser meal for Haiti
Outreach Mission, followed by a
“Love Your Neighbor” retreat
with psychologist Bernie Les.

Finally, on Sept. 7, we will fol-
low our outdoor service with a
barbecue and potluck to wel-
come back Fr. Chris and the
Yaw family.

Maureen Mahar
Co-Senior Warden
Sabbatical Oversight
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Ellen Boyes

As you know, Fr. Chris is on sabbatical this summer, traveling sometimes with his family and some-
times alone to find renewal and connection. However, he has not been connecting with us during
this time. “So while the cat’s away, the mice will play!” We’ve been productive, completing some
needed items for the parish. The Vestry has stayed busy this summer. Some of the activities include:

* Holding Vestry meetings in July and August
* Replacing the door closures in the atrium

* Cleaning and rewaxing the sanctuary floors
* Cleaning windows inside and out

* Buying a new garden cart
* Painting the church office

Ellen Boyes

After Fr. Chris returns, a future Vestry agenda
item will be to meet with him based on the out-
come of his review.

Co-Senior Warden

* Joining the Southfield Chamber of Commerce
* Submitting Fr. Chris’ 2025 review

Property Commission for 2025:
Howard Rush, Roy Romano,
and Hampton Hanable.

Here is a summary of happen-
ings at St. David’s since May:

A new soap dispenser replaced
the leaking dispenser in the
family restroom.

Orkin Pest Control helped us
capture and remove pests that
left holes in our lawn next to the
church building. Two opossums
were captured and removed.

After replacing a defective back
flow valve, Cregger Plumbing,
Heating, and Cooling Co. per-
formed a successful black flow
test for our Memorial Garden
sprinkler system. We are certi-
fied for another year.

H3C Company cleaned and
polished the sanctuary floor.

Howard Commercial Door Co.
installed new atrium door clos-
ers and the kitchen outside
frame and door.

Woodsman Services removed

e

two dying fruit trees and their
stumps near the back parking
lot.

Parish Administrator Amy
asked our current cleaners to
wash our windows in the Parish
Hall and classrooms.

Teddy’s Lawn Service contract-
ed to a screen in a Parish Hall
window that had been impaled
by a piece of wood thrown up
by their lawnmower.

Ray Litwinowicz purchased new
coffee makers.

Hampton Hanable




Left: Field trip via rent-
ed school bus to the
Church of the Messiah
in Detroit to hear Pas-
tor Barry Randolph
preach. (Photo by
Maureen Mahar)

Above: Kicking off our Sabbatical Summer
with a food truck in the parking lot.
(Photo: Joanne Sackett)

Snapshots:
Om

Darisl

Above: A French Brunch in the Parish Hall with quiche
W and more. (Photo by Joanne Sackett)

Below: A “field trip” to Ram’s Horn Restaurant on

Twelve Mile in Farmington Hills after our field trip to

Above: One of our crews working at the Zekelman Holocaust Center in the same city.
the summer lunch program at Cross- (Photo: A very helpful wait staff person!)

roads of Michigan in Detroit. (Photo

by Joanne Sackett)

Above: An American
picnic in the Parish Hall
with food from Chicken

Shack. (Photo by Jo-

anne Sackett)

Right: A field trip to the
Zekelman Holocaust
Center in Farmington
Halls. (Photo: Joanne
Sackett)



Wey Do Bed Teings Happon To Good Praple

In 1953, when |
was a high
school fresh-
man, a newly
ordained priest,
Fr. Ed Baldwin,
was assigned to
our parish. (Just
in passing, Fr.
Baldwin died at St. Anne’s Mead in
2016.) He was different. He was a
jock who played pickup basketball.
He had a brush cut and was good
looking. Most of the high school
girls had a crush on
him. He was truly
“super cool to the
max” and [ wanted
to be a priest just
like him. But as a
young priest [ was
more of a cross
between a dweeb
and a dork and
definitely not
“super cool.”

Jerry
Maloney
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I did, however,
have one groupie, a
sophomore girl
whom [ met when
she came to the
rectory to ask if [
had a black cape I
could give her to
complete her goth
ensemble. When I
said “no,” she
stomped out, say-
ing, “I hate you and
there is no God!”

She came back a month later to let
me know she still hated me and
God still did not exist. The next
time she came she had a question:
“If God does exist and He is so
good, why do kids die from leuke-
mia?” I thought, “Did a sibling or
close friend die or was it just some-
thing she saw on television?” But

she stomped out be-
fore I was able to ask.

She never came back
and [ was glad be-
cause [ really did not
have a good answer
for why dids die from
leukemia. Now some
fifty years later, I do
have an answer but not a very good
one. This is it: “Like it or lump it,
buddy. That’s just the way it is.”

This is not the most Christian of all

“Then the Lord Answered Job Out of the Whirlwind (The Book of Job),”
drawing by William Blake, 1821. Credit: Harvard Art Museums.

possible answers, so let me go back
and try again. With a little work
and a little thought, we will still end
up with the same answer but, I
hope, it will not sound so bad.

In the book of the Prophet Isaiah
we read:

“For my thoughts are not your

thoughts, nor are your ways my ways,
Says the Lord. As high as the heavens
are above the earth, so high are my
ways above your ways and my
thoughts above your thoughts.”

So the problem is not that God goes
around doing nasty things but that
we are so out of it that we cannot
understand what is going on or why
it is happening. Excellent an
swer...but not satisfying. So I asked
myself: “Why can’t God just simpli-
fy it?”

To find out, let’s go
to G.K. Chesterton,
an English philoso
pher and theologian
who wrote in the
first half of the last
century. He loved
to play around with
words and was
known as the
“Master of the Para
dox.” In case you
have forgotten, a
paradox is a simple
sentence, so simple
it sounds stupid but
when you look
more closely, you
find it is packed
with depth and
truth and under
standing. He wrote:
“I could not believe
in a God I could
understand.”

And this is the best explanation you
will ever find. | hope that girl who
hated me has found peace and be-
lieves in God, for it is very hard to
live without God. But, who knows?
Maybe she was just yanking my
chain.



