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2022: A Year of Gratitude 

 
 
We’re back. 
 
As I write, the COVID pandemic, for the most part, has subsided, as our parish enjoys 
the richness of in-person worship with more people coming each week. Despite our 
challenges we have found that you good people of St. David’s have sprung to action to 
take on the challenges posed and are answering the call to be the active, witnessing 
body of Christ that Jesus desires. 
 
We have welcomed new people and said goodbye to others. I am grateful to the gifts 
our longtime Church School Director Kitty Kenning brought us, as well as parish 
musician, George Cullinan, and our Parish Administrator Lynne Zacharias, but I am 
equally, if not moreso, excited about our new church school directors Jeanne Petersen, 
Maureen Mahar, and Alex Rienstra. Plus musician Al Eppens and new parish secretary 
Amy Prather, both whom God has blessed with invaluable gifts for the journey ahead. 
 
But before we look ahead, let’s look back… 
 
To January… when I was proud to lead our first-ever pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Covid 
restrictions had lifted just days before our flights were scheduled to leave, meaning our 
group of 12 was one of the first to visit Israel in 2+ years. Jan Ernst, Kathy Graham, 
Audrey Humphrey, Marian Pank, Janet Richards and I represented St. David’s and 
experienced an unforgettable time touring usually packed venues nearly alone! 
 
We returned to a parish buzzing with activity, thanks to our energetic intern Donna 
Lockhart, who served through the year, ordained as a deacon then priest by the end of 
the year. She assisted soon-to-be deacon Mike Stutso, also to be ordained later in the 
year, as we prayed with 500+ drive-thru ashes patrons. This was followed a few weeks 
later by our drive thru Good Friday Prayer and Cross Giveaway that hundreds more 
motorists took advantage of. 
 
Speaking of Deacon Mike, he has served well the St. David’s Food Pantry, in its third 
year of operation. This past year we gave out an average of 60-100 boxes of food per 
week. These boxes were supplied by Lighthouse of Michigan and, thanks to volunteer 
Carol Detrisac, who helped organize a Reverse Advent Calendar initiative in Advent, 
also brought dozens of additional boxes of food to the pantry. 
 
Outreach continued to SOS and Lighthouse of Michigan (the two have merged), 
Crossroads, and the Haiti Outreach Mission. A new initiative, headed by Jan Ernst, 
called plarning (plastic yarn), resulted in 24 plastic, weatherproof sleeping mats 
constructed from 16,800 plastic bags donated by our membership (and more).  
 
Meanwhile, construction continued with patching for the driveway. Also, new lighting to 
the north side of the building, making a safer approach during nightime hours. Thanks 
to DTE we also had LED lighting put in around the parking lot. We also re-sided, re-
roofed, re-wired, and re-planted around our storage shed, which we cleaned out 
(massively) during COVID, now it is nice and dry inside and looks good! We replaced 
the instant water heater in the sacristy. Tile flooring in the sanctuary, sacristy, and 
choir rehearsal room was scrubbed and polished. Plus we finally got the Parish Hall 
sound system back on track, installing new speakers and putting the amplifiers in a 
storage room off the main parish hall. 
 
We welcomed Bishop Bonnie Perry not once but twice in 2022. First to a packed house 
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for a deanery confirmation service in June and a second time for her first-ever parish 
visit in which she made a pledge to St. David’s because she was so pleased with our 
work. She introduced champagne to us as eucharistic wine and we all enjoyed hearing 
the cork pop as we celebrated Christ in our midst. I continue to serve as dean of our 
deanery, hence my sometimes-used title ‘The Very Rev.’ 
  
We partnered three times with our Jewish friends at Congregation Shaarey Zedek, 
sponsoring a Thursday night ‘learn and give’ fundraiser for Ukraine refugees in July. 
Then, in the fall Rabbi Aaron Starr and his hassan (musician) David Propis graced a 
Sunday morning crowd with sermon and song. Who knew Episcopalians could do so 
well with Hebrew? Then, on Christmas Day a dozen-plus Sharrey Zedek volunteers 
helped Fr. Steve Bancroft and crew with their second ‘Christmas Feast.’ While 
attendance was not great (we’ll not likely do this again soon) all had a wonderful time 
of fellowship. 
 
During Holy Week we welcomed Jesuit priest and art expert Fr. Peter Fennessey to lead 
a ‘day away’ retreat in our parish hall called ‘Holy Week Through Artists Eyes.’ He 
enthralled a full parish hall with inspiring information about the art and sculpture of this 
blessed time of year. 


